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(From sources on the French-fndian 't'Iar and on lake George)

During the French and Indlan i{ar, r.^rhich began ln 1755 a}though not decla*ed
untl1 1756, Engllsh nllitary plans eaIled for the eapture of Crown Point on
lrke Chainplaln, v1a TiconCelroga. In 1 7r5, the French, under Saron Dieskau,
hald begun to build a fort at ticrnderoga, and::t the same tlne to attack
the English south of Lake George, at Carrylng-Place on tire Hurldson, near Fort
Xdward. General idl11i-am Johnson, British Cornmander, came to neet Il eskr u,
Ypon arrlvlng rt lac du Sacra.nent, Johnson Ch';nged its nane to leke ieorge
(f n honor of Klng' GeorgelI ) , Johnson ncn tne baitle (sei:t. B ) , and began
to rj:nstruct Fort idi11la;;r {enrlr, at the southwest end of t,-.e l.ake.

fr:; 1756 suiL[I,:.11, the south shcre resent,led a snal1 shJ nvlrd of ne'rl;r' br-rilt
arned s1ootrs, bateaux, lonn.boats anrl whaleboats n-11 in preDq.ratlr:n for
an armada irek u! the lake the ne,r:t year. f ir ,,.1d-i'iarirh t gT, the French
and thelr Tndlan al1tes cane do'r'rn the le.ke, f:11ed to take +.,.e fo::t, butdid destro..r a. 1a rge porti or: of the ne 'rrr Eng.ltsi f l eet.

The Fre:rch. ncw under" the cornnand of the lr:::rqi;i..: ir;1,ltntc:1n. tt-:,:ndrew
uF ilan-q f*r'a h-',rd blor,"-. agatnst Fcri:g -,lj i1',an llenr.',' :,;ilcl IC-* :',j p.c ? p.r.e-
1:i'1 t' t1 nr! r-rt1,,i::.r.1,'l {',':'' A1}:arly. By lid-sitrr,ner ',:.7, l-r.e hari asseinbled fit Ti.con-
ce:'og'.r;1 L::Tg..e fleet anci e.rl erny ?f Sraoo (Fren::h Fegul::rs, canacllr-in r:icr:Lilt,
*.nd ?, CCC Indlans froin clos:; to 4C tri bes).

The Er'1:tish :.irjre E-Triere of I.I,:ntc'.q1n8s ple-ns. fn Ji.rl;r '57, Crlorrel John
Fa rke r led '4 scouting pa.r'ty up tire le.ke, tllrough the ltJar::ows 1n,.1 a lcngl t.he
saf er -cest side towe rd Sahbatri Ia.), ?ol nt. As a ba.se to tLrwa.rt of f suc"ir EXS
_expedltions, a l'r:"9:e force of Tndir:ns l,xrere usin5 the j{a:'bor fsie:tds, the
la st large ai:ri central1.''r iocatecl cl uste:: bef o re tne of en **pa,ce north f oSabratf l*1,' Poft:t" T'e Indlans cnrild ea.,;i1 ' eonceal trretr canoes foruisouth rn eyes Ilr 1'{onn11 ht riay a.nd the laglons nest or'ea.st lf th.: {apbetr,teen Het'itt anrl l{ecker. Close tc the -'',rrest sirle of tr e lsla.nds the
Eng11.'rh -se re su"dden l v polr.nced upon fro:, qui ck lndian canoes r::d air:bi,rshedfr'on tire 1s1ands8 s-'olies, 131 Ingllsh we::e kl11ed, 1CC escsped, the orhers:r',,!'ere captu::eri r:nd taken to t,i:s lslands. The'.e i.cst rdere tcr.tured andkllled, and thelr' rernatns are now part of tle islanC sotL cr df the sur-
rou.ndine. nea ririr lake bed. Thr:ee lriti sh soldi rs were cioked anci eatenby tlrg lndians. f he f ew who had mtr.a ged to esca.pe the f slanCs returne.:dto Fort wl11iam '{en:'y and the::e relat,e d the bloody storSr anrl so i t hasbeen recorded in the uilltery nlnute-,s.

Shortlir aftetl''ards, ltn i.ugust 2, liontealm arrl-ved frcn Ilccnderoge. ',v1thhls fltlet at I,o::thwest Eatrrr and there Irrltrj€:'1,rcused r^'1th a. lanC for.co,.. Bytre €-,:.:'1','mornlng rf :.r^gust 4, the arria.da drsernbrr,.ked i.n the coye cn thesout w est *eiclee Tle-l:r Tea fslend. 0n the-, 5tl:, liontca.lcr opened fir.e. Foui:
9"""uu 1 ter the lrittsh raised tl:r,,: rqhite f1:g. The fort .r,.ra,:; then c.uielr1ycestrot{ed; the srol.r i: f ron the r:,n.s,i timber py"* co ild be seen at F,:rt
!dt';ii rd , i 4 tui-1es away, The French a.rniy emba.rked :;nd returned u;--. tr.:e la.ke.

The next surlmer, Ju1'r t58, .ria jor" 'reneral James Abercronble left tlie south
e-nd for lrort Ticon'ieroga wit-ir l5rOOO t,en ir rnore than a thousand boats a.nclcanoeS. ?h'o were "be.te3uxtt -* propelled by oa r azrd sal1, anci ricunted wl-th



canncn, "f1o'ting: batteriesnt, 'lne of trr:: twc on thls ir':p s:1yrk at tire
base of !la clr IIrLinte.in, nea r. the 1s1 nd southr.:est of the, ;'loth.i::: Eunch; the
islanC is tod,:-1r ni'ined. Floatlns- Bat,tr-f)-. trpcn arr'1rra.1 at Ticor:.deroge, tl:e
EtStish were Cefea.ted :+ith fl:i'ei-it lcsr.


